
 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Borough Council of Lewisburg, Union County, 
Pennsylvania, was held at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 19, 2026 in Council 
Chambers, 55 South Fifth Street, Lewisburg.  Present: Council President Bilenky 
Trahan; Councilmembers Armbruster, Heayn, Karahuta, Stamm, Manager 
Lowthert (via telecommunications), Secretary Wendt, Community Development 
Grant Manager Berkey, Solicitor Lyons and Junior Councilmembers O’Mealy and 
Kalaberer. Also present:  Ellen Ruby, Taylor Lightman, Bonnie Poteet, Lynne 
Rogusea, Susan Mathias, James Mathias, Jack Fisher, Jason Brudecki, Connie 
Harter, Nada Gray, Martha Barrick, Vincent DiFonzo, Kevin Gardner, Justin 
Strawser, Kyle Gardner, Tommy Possinger, and Jim Emery.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Council President Bilenky Trahan called the meeting to order 
at 6:30 PM.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Councilmember Heayn made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Armbruster to approve the April 21, 2026, Regular meeting 
minutes.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT(S) ON ANY AGENDA ITEM: 
Jim Matthias spoke in favor of painting the streetlights black noting that it would 
begin conversations and questions and help to tell the story of the history of 
Lewisburg. 
Nada Gray spoke in favor of keeping the streetlights green.  She said that 
Lewisburg is an all-inclusive community and all streetlights should be green. 
Connie Conner said she spoke to business owners who agreed that streetlights 
should remain green so as not to segregate areas of the downtown by a different 
color streetlight. 
Tommy Possinger spoke in favor of keeping the streetlights green. 
 
PLANNING AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE:  Councilmember Karahuta 
made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to approve HARB item a.  
as submitted and recommended by HARB per their minutes dated May 12, 2026.  
Motion was unanimously approved. 

a. Bluebird Atelier / 119 North Second Street / Sign & Fence (HARB approved and 
recommends Council approval). 

 

Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
direct staff to paint the Lewisburg Tri-globe Streetlights on Market Street between 
Second Street and Fourth Street Green.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
direct the Borough Solicitor to prepare and advertise an Ordinance related to the 
ticketing and towing of vehicles parked in closed Lewisburg Borough parking lots, 
along closed Lewisburg Borough streets, and on posted Lewisburg Borough 
property.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
approve a quote from Dincher & Dincher Tree Surgeons in the amount of 
$2,750.00 for tree related work in Soldiers and Sailors Park per the 
recommendation of Vinnie Controne, Penn State Extension.  Project will include 
soil treatments around and the trimming of dead branches from the large Red Oak 
tree and the removal of a Norway Maple tree.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
approve the request of Tommy Possinger to use the Lewisburg Tri-globe 
Streetlight image in his artwork.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
approve the 90% plan set for the North Fourth Street Project to satisfy the 
requirements of the G3 Grant close-out process. Motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
approve the final Lewisburg Borough SS4A Comprehensive Safety Action Plan.  
Motion was unanimously approved. 
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May 19, 2026 
 

Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn to 
approve an engineering proposal from Pennoni Associates Inc. in the amount of 
$4,360.00 to undertake a Market Street Speed Study to assess the posted speed 
limit on Market Street (SR 45) between US Route 15 and Water Street.  Motion 
was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve the construction/contract plans for the Market Street Green Light Go 
Project and permission to release the project for bid.  Motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 

The June Planning and Public Works Committee Meeting has been rescheduled 
to Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 8:30 am. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  Buffalo Valley 
Regional Police (BVRPD) Chief Embeck submitted a monthly report.  
 
William Cameron Engine Company (WCEC) Chief Blount submitted a monthly 
report. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve payment of bills from April 19, 2026, through May 16, 2026, in the 
amount of $433,851.14.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 

Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to grant permission for the American Legion to close Market Street and Borough 
Streets for the Memorial Day Parade and to submit the required letter of support 
to PennDOT.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve an addendum to the Lewisburg Borough Employee Safety Handbook, 
General Safety Guidelines prohibiting the use of personal headphones, earbuds, 
or other noise limiting devices while performing safety-sensitive work, working 
outside alone, or performing work where the inability to hear presents a threat to 
either the employee, other borough employees, or the general public’s safety.  
Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve Leanne Grandin to use the Lewisburg Tri-globe Streetlight image in 
bookmarks.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve the COSTARS purchase of a 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 3500 HD pick-
up truck in the amount of $63,530.00 from Turner Chevrolet.  Expense will be paid 
from the Borough’s Highway Equipment Depreciation Fund.  Motion was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to declare as surplus the Borough’s 2009 Chevrolet Pick-up Truck and permission 
to place the truck for public bid on Municibid.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Councilmember Armbruster made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Heayn 
to approve painting a rainbow crosswalk on South Third Street in the area of      
MPL 1.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Current vacancies on Zoning Hearing Board Alternate, term expiration December 
31, 2026; Zoning Hearing Board Alternate, term expiration December 31, 2026; 
HARB, term expiration December 31, 2028 (for a person having expertise, 
experience, or a background in preservation, historical or planning areas); 
Planning Commission term expiration December 31, 2029 (effective June 1, 2026).  
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May 19, 2026 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT(S) ON ANY NON-AGENDA ITEMS:  
Lynne Ragusea, LDP, informed Council that LDP is working with Lewisburg 
Neighborhood to distribute a survey to businesses regarding parking meters. They 
will inform Council of the results. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER:  No Report. 
 
BOROUGH SOLICITOR:  No Report. 
 
REPORTS / COMMUNITY UPDATES / PUBLIC NOTICES:   
 
MAYOR: Mayor Alvarez was absent from this meeting; however, four 
Proclamations were presented for the record: “National Small Business Week”, 
“Welcoming Appalachian Leadership Institute to Lewisburg”, “National Hospital 
Week”, and “Emergency Medical Services Week.” 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT: 
Council President Bilenky Trahan reminded everyone that today was Election Day. 
 
BOROUGH SECRETARY: No Report. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/GRANT MANAGER:  No Report. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Councilmember Heayn announced that this month is Mental Health Awareness 
month. 
 
JR. COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Jr. Council Member Kalberer announced that it was Jr. Council Member Gibson 
O’Mealy’s last day of high school.  He also reported that he has an announcement 
ready to distribute to the Lewisburg Area High School Class of 2028  regarding the 
expected Jr. Council Member seat vacancy. 
 
WRITTEN REPORTS:  Councilmember Bilenky Trahan made a motion, seconded 
by Councilmember Heayn to acknowledge receipt of the monthly Parking Report, 
Zoning Officer Report, Code Enforcement Officer Report, CK COG April Activity 
Reports, CK COG April Building Permits, BVRA February Financials and Minutes, 
and BVRA March Financials and Minutes.  Motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 

WORK SESSION:  There will be a Work Session to be held Tuesday, June 9, 
2026.  Topic: Presentation of the Wolfe Field Master Site Development Plan with 
potential adoption at the June Borough Council Meeting. 
 
QUESTIONS FROM THE MEDIA:   
Vincent DiFonzo, Standard Journal, asked if the streetlights were already green 
and if there would be additional cost? 
Justin Strawser, The Daily Item, asked how many lights were in the Borough and 
how did the idea of painting the tri-globe streetlights black came about. He also 
asked for more history of tri-globe streetlights. Mr. Strawser asked when the 
crosswalk will be painted and if there will be additional cost. He also inquired as to 
whether someone requested the crosswalk and why this specific location. 
 
There being no further business, Councilmember Karahuta made a motion, 
seconded by Councilmember Heayn to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kathy D. Wendt 
Borough Secretary 
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